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I.—Forzianw Pourics, 


£ the 20th March writes as follows :— 
he rete Indian labourers are sent to Natal in South 


kodions & ee. Africa to work on the plantations, but they are 
oppressed and ill-treated by the colonists. These poor creatures are not allowed 
to buy land in the interior of the town or to carry on any trade. They are 
only allowed to work and live as labourers. If the Government of India 
cannot protect the Indians in Natal, it should not send them to that place. 


II.— Home ADMINISTRATION, 
, (a)—Police. 


ing to the dacoity recently committed in the house of one 
a mac: Chanda Nath "Chakrevncti, of Poari, within the 
Recrudescence of crime in the jurisdiction of the Fulpur thana, in the Mymen- 
Mymensingh district and is <i> district, in which the dacoits killed the owner 
ee of the house, but which remains untraced to this 
day, the Charu Mihir of the 13th March says that not only have theft and 
dacoity been extremely rife in that district for the last few years, but in the 
majority of cases the police have failed to trace the offenders. In the present 
year, in particular, theft and dacoity have been very prevalent in the sadar 
and Tangail subdivisions without the police being able to bring the offenders 
to justice in most of the cases. ‘There are three causes of the present re- 
crudescence of crime in the Mymensingh district :— 


First.—Inefficiency of the police in tracing criminals, and in many cases 
the collusion of the police with criminals. A theft was com- 
mitted in the house of a relative of a superior police officer, 
and the investigating police failed to trace the culprits. But 
the thieves were apprehended, and the stolen property was re- 
covered as soon as the superior police officer in question 
threatened to report the case to the higher authorities. In 
many cases, the police have been known to share in the spoils 
of thieves and dacoits. 

Seeond.—The unwillingness of the public, in view of the apathy of the 
olice, to help the latter in the work of investigation. 
Third.—The unwillingness of the zamindars to keep the bad characters 
in their own zamindaris in check. Many zamindars go the 

length of giving protection to dadmashes. 


3. A correspondent of the Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 15th March 
sestiasiiaeiaes Nii odie cones o though me chaukidars of ee 
1 the Murshidabad district. = ’(«SAUpl, in the Murshidabad district, enjoyed the 
ae eee eee produce of their lands up to December 1898, the 
chaukidari tax, which is being now levied, has been made to include the salaries 
of the chaukidars for the last two months of the past year. It would be a 
relief to the poor to be spared the necessity of paying the tax even for two 
masts and the Magistrate of Murshidabad is, requested to re-consider the 
matter. 
4, The Tripura Hitaishi of the 16th March.has received a letter against 
o- the Sub-Inspector of Police, Nabinagar, Tippera 
ot Pee © Cub-lnspecter district, complaining that when the officer went to 
investigate a case of theft in the village Satmora, 
he got drunk and abused the inmates of the house in which the investigation 
was held in obscene language. The inmates in return gave him a good thrash- 
ing. 
0» A correspondent ro J follows in the Mitavadi of en 17th March 
i ; om Kumaruli, in the Mymensingh district :— 
Pe gaa in the Mymensingh ‘The daughter of sab Shaik: of Duttagram, 
within the jurisdiction of the Iswarganj thana, 
quarrelled with her husband, and was going to her father’s house, which was not 
very far from her husband’s house.: On the way, @ gang of badmashes carried 
her away, and placed her in confinement, Nothing was heard of the girl for 
eight or nine days, and at last her father, with the help of a talukdar, found 
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| 
_ The badmashes, while giving up the girl to her father, warned him 
peach taking legal proceedings against them. Isab did not take any legal 
proceedings, but the badmashes, suspecting that he might take legal proceedings, 
one night broke into his house and forcibly carried away the girl. Nothing has 
as yet been heard of the girl, but some of the badmashes were recognised, and 
Isab’s wife has filed a complaint against them. The case was to be heard on 
bh March. | 
sam . The Sansodhini of the 17th March complains that proper hospital 
hoe arrangements were not made at Sitakunda for the 
Police oppression in Sitskunda. +) ..4nds of pilgrims who went there this year, 
A pneumonia patient was found lying on a bamboo platform in a newly- 
built damp hut. The reservoir from which water is conveyed in pipes to 
Sitakunda is not fenced, and is thus very likely to be fouled. In fact, filth wag 
seen accumulated around it during the méla. The pilgrims also complain of 
police oppression. The management of the mé/a was this year entrusted to the 
olice. ‘The mohant has been declared by the High Court disentitled to levy 
foes from the pilgrims. On former occasions the pilgrims had to pay a fee of 
8 annas to the mohant, and he made all the necessary arrangements for 
them. This year he has made no arrangements, and the authorities have 
levied a fee of 4 annas from each pilgrim. But this is not all that the pil- 
grims have had to pay ; they were fleeced mght and left by the constables. 
What have the patriots, who raised a hue and cry against the mohant, to say 
now ? 
7. Thanks to the agitation against the mohant of Chandranath, 
police joppression upon pilgrims was rife in the 
in se © the temple this year. The police constables extorted 
rn eesti chi money from the pilgrims right and left, but com- 
plaints against them were not entertained by the police authorities. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Aitavadi of the 17th March writes as follows:— 

Mr. Woodroffe, the eminent Barrister, has been 
engaged by the defence. The charge sgainst 
Harry Ambler is a serious one, and he has done well by retaining an eminent 
Barrister. The Government should also retain, in this case, the services of a 
Barrister who can hold his own against Mr. Woodroffe. The Deputy Legal 
Remembrancer is always very busy, and the Government had, for this reason, 
to engage Mr. Jackson in the Asansol case. 

9. A correspondent thus writes in the same paper :— 

lO I went to the guard’s house, but did not find 
tho Mukhtasship Rzatination. him. A boy, being informed of the object of my 
visit, drew from the pocket of a coat my letter, a 
book and a few pieces of paper. Out of curiosity, I asked him to let me see 
the book, and he at once handed it over to me. I found, on inspection, that 
the book contained the answers of a candidate for the Mukhtarship Examina- 
tion, bearing the number 1169. As I was inspecting the book, the boy snatched 
it from my hand and tore it in pieces, I asked him to explain his conduct, 
and he said that the candidate was found copying from another candidate's 
answer paper, and his paper was to be rejected. I did not, of course, believe 
thisstory, and the boy, hard pressed, had at last to admit that the candidate had 
handed over his book to him, and he had, by mistake, put it into his own pocket 
and forgot to deliver it to the examiner. He had entirely forgot everything 
“ee it. I send a portion of the torn book. If necessary, I may send the 
whole. 
The Editor of the Hi/avads thus comments on the above:— 


From the torn pieces sent to us we gather that the candidate’s name is 


Durga Prasanna or Durga Prasad, and his roll number is 1169. The authorities 
should institute an enquiry into this case. 


10. The same paper has the following about Babu Jogendra Nath Gosh, 
The Second Munsif of Bankura. Second Munsif of Bankura:— 


Pe Ge Ee _ We twice referred to the conduct of this 
unsif, giving him a warning every time. Asa consequence of this, the Munst! 


- Harry Ambler’s case. 
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ourt with closed doors, none but the plaintiffs the defendants and 

ved aekdan being admitted. An educated gentleman, like a Munsif, is 
xpected to be courteous in his speech, but this Munsif is very discourteous to 
the parties and their witnesses. His unmannerliness, his procrastination and 
his highhandedness have made him extremely unpopular, Lately, one Batuk- 
nath Chatterji has filed a sworn affidavit against the Munsif in the District 
Judge’s Court, in which the petitioner complains that the Munsif discourteous- 
ly addressed him, and without hearing him gave him a decree for Rs. 5-8 on 
the strength of the defendant’s explanation, whilst his claim against him was 


-13. tas , , : 
a We beg to draw the notice of the authorities to this affidavit. An enquiry 


should be made into the accusations against the Munsif. We have got only a 
one-sided version. If our information be incorrect, we should be given an oppor- 
tunity to correct it. If, on the other hand, our information appears to be 
correct, steps should be taken to put a stop to the Munsif’s vagaries. 
11. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 18th March says that the 
present recrude scence of theft in the Netrakona 
Maulvi Azhar, Deputy Magis- gybdivision of the Mymensingh district, is wholly 
er due to the lax administration of criminal justice 
by the Subdivisional Officer, Maulvi Muhammad Azhar. As a rule, he lets 
off thieves unpunished ; and the police are therefore unwilling to send up theft 
cases. Here is a case that will show how the Maulvi is adminstering criminal 
justice in Netrakona: In the month of Agrahayan last, Babu Krishna Kanta 
Mazumdar, of Tatiar, within the jurisdiction of the Netrakona thana, complained 
to the police that thieves had madean opening in the mat wall of his house and 
abstracted valuables worth Rs, 1,907, also three currency notes for Rs. 100 
each, and a portmanteau containing two gold mohurs. Under the orders of 
the District Superintendent of Police, the Inspector of Netrakona, with a Head 
Constable, investigated the case. They apprehended two men, and on the 
information received from them, recovered from a tank the whole of the stolen 
property, with the exception of the currency notes, mohurs, and a few pieces 
of jewellery. The accused were sent up for trial, but escaped scot-free. 
Because the complainant could not give the numbers of the currency notes, 
the Deputy Magistrate disbelieved the whole evidence given by him and 
committed him for trial under section 193 of the Indian Penal Code, for giving 
false evidence. ‘This case came up for hearing on the 18th February last, 
before Mr. Ezechiel, Joint-Magistrate. That officer took no evidence, but 
acquitted tabu Krishna Kanta after referring merely to the Deputy Magis- 
trate’s proceedings and judgment and the evidence of the witness in the theft 
case. He also characterised Maulvi Azhar as a stupid man. 


Maulvi Azhar has been in Netrakona for three or four years and has 
become very unpopular. 


(d)—Education. 


12. The Bharat Mitra of the 20th March complains that in the last 


A complaint in connection with Dihar Sanskrit Sanjivani Examination questions 
the Bihar Sanskrit Sanjivani were set in the Bengali language. The candidates 
eines being all Hindustanis could not understand the 
questions. It appears that a Bengali pandit ignorant of Hindi was appointed 


to set the questions. The attention of the Director of Public Instruction and 
of the Inspector of the Circle should be drawn to the matter. 


(7 )— Questions affecting the land. 


13. A correspondent of the AMitavadi of the 17th March complains that the 
Grievances of Sikimi talukdars.  8#*#me talukdars are very unfavourably and 
inconveniently placed; they are, in fact, far 

worse placed than the owners of kharija taluks. Unlike kharija taluks, the 


stkimt _taluks are not registered in the Collectorate. They cannot also be 
partitioned. 


ce This causes great inconvience to their owners in the following 


(1) There being many co-owners of a sikimi taluk, its rents are not 
realised in due time. | pole 
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ntial co-owners purposely leave rents unrealised. This 

@) ene take the help of the Law Courts. The less influentia) 
co-owners have to bear the expense of litigation, and arp 

dually ruined. ne 

(3) The names of the owners of a sikims taluk not being registered, the 
zamindar can réalise the whole rent from any co-owner. 

(4) If the zamindar gets a decree for rent against a co-owner of a 
sikimi taluk, he is held responsible even if the taluk is no longer 
in his possession. oe 

(5) If the zamindar is offended witha co-owner of a sikimi taluk, 
he can, by way of retaliation, realise the whole rent from 
him. 

(6) If the zamindari is put up for sale, the owner of a sikimé taluk 
is most likely to lose his right in his estate. 


(g)—~Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


MonsurpaBad 14, A correspondent of the Murskidabad Hitaisht of the 15th March says that 
Hrraual, one of the bamboo bridges over the Mrijapur-Haja- 


March 15tb, 1899, =A ‘bridge wanted inthe Murshi- 9’; Bridge Road, in the Murshidabad district, hay- 
— ing been washed away during the last rainy season, 
the people whohave to use the road submitted a petition praying for the 
construction of a masonry bridge, and in reply to an enquiry made by the 
Vice-Chairman of the District Board promised to contribute Rs. 100 towards 
the cost of the work. No further action has, however, been yet taken on the 
petition, As the want of a bridge is causing the greatest inconvenience to the 
residents of the villages Maknagar, Satui, Mrijapur, Beldanga and Begunbati, 
and as the petitioners are quite willing to contribute Rs. 100 towards the cost 
of its construction, there should be no more delay in commencing the work, 

Hrtavanl, 15. The Mitavads of the 17th March writes as follows :—— 
March 17th, 1809. We have received the following letters in con- 
Pore. pine employés at the Allahabad nection with our complaint against some Eurasian 
pag.) si dias railway employés at the Allahabad Station on 
the East Indian Railway—vide Report on Native Papers for 4th February 

1899, paragraph 21 :—- 


In rep refer to No. 3251. 


East Inpran Rartway Company, 


AGEnt’s OFFIcE, CALCUTTA; 
The 7th March 1899. 
The Editor, Hitavadi, : 


No. 70, Coolootolah Street, Calcutta. 


Sr, 


Wira reference to your paragraph in regard to an alleged accuss- 
tion of obstruction of 3rd class passengers by alan employés and Jamadars 
at Allahabad Station, with a view to extortion of money, I am desired by the 
Agent to forward herewith, for your information copy of letter No. 2796, dated 
Ist March 1899, from this Company’s Genaral Traffic Manager, refuting the 
charge made, and to request that you will call on your correspondent to sub- 
stantiate his statement. 


Yours faithfully, 
H. Woon. 


Cory of letter No. 2796 of 1st March 1899, from the General Trafic 
Manager, Calcutta, to the Agent, East Indian Railway, Caicuita. 


4 Alleged obstruction to 8rd class passengers at Allahabad. 
a) _ Your No. 2055 of 13th February 1899. 


In returning enclosure, I beg to say I have had this matter enquired int 
as far as the Railway staff are alleged to be implicated and am of opinios that 


Cc 
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ruth in the charge. The Railway Jamadars referred to by the 
sani disent Bes to the Hitavadi are apparently the Government Railway 
Police Constables, who are stationed at the Gate, and the matter was referred 
to the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, who writes :— 
‘There is no truth in the charge as far as the Police are concerned.” 


_ Tho system at Allahabad, as regards admission of 3rd class passengers, 
is Pt they beg not allowed on the platform until the train by which they are 
going has arrived, and the inward passengers have been cleared off the platform. 
The complainant’s actual grievance is no doubt that he was not admitted to the 
platform until the time came for 3rd class passengers to be let in, | and if he 
had any real cause for complaint, he should have spoken to the Station Master, 
or any of the European staff on the platform at the time, which he did not do. 


It appears from the above that both the Railway and_the Police autho- 
rities deny the charge brought against their subordinates. They question the 
truth of our correspondent’s complaint, on the ground that he had not brought 
it to the notice of the “‘Station Master or any of the European staff on the 

latform at the time.” Yet we are asked ‘to call on our correspondent to 
substantiate his statement.”” We have made further — into our corre- 
spondent’s complaint, and we say that it is true. We have heard similar 
complaints from other correspondents. This time Babu Atul Krishna Goswami 
of 39-1, Cornwallis Street, and Babu Asutosh Basu of Basirhat have vouched 
for the truth of the correspondent’s complaint. They travelled with the corre- 
spondent, and had like him to pay something to the Eurasian employés and 
Police Jamadars who were obstructing passengers. The correspondent as well as 
his witnesses, had no grudge against the Rai ay | employés, and they could not 
have preferred a baseless charge against them. Railway passengers are always 
in a hury, and it is not expected that they should like to go and camplain to 
the authorities against offending Railway employés, and thereby run the risk of 
missing the trains. 


16. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the inconveniences of 
railway passengers at the Howrah Station. The 
thirc-class passengers of the down trains which stop 
at the new down platform have to go out through two gates, one of which, 
however, is, on most occasions, kept closed to the great inconvenience and 
annoyance of passengers. Again, the gate through which female passengers 
have to go out is at a distance from the gate which is used by the male 
passengers, ‘T'his causes no little inconvenience to female passengers who are 
kept separated from their male escorts. It is to be hoped that the Railway 
authorities will take steps to remove these inconveniences of the passengers. 
They should also take steps to provide seats for passengers waiting for trains. 


A railway complaint. 


(h) —General. 


17, The Bangavast of the 1&th March gives a Bengali translation of the 

The Marwari vetition against lar Wari petition to the Lieutenant-Governor, com- 

thé tin cee . pening against the conduct of some plague officers, 
and says:— 

From Wednesday morning last people began to come to us, and talked 
about this petition. ‘What is the matter”? they asked, “Is it possible 
that an Englishman, who is known for his uprightness, should touch a 
Hindu idol ? Can anyone believe this? Can anyone believe that the English 
Government will encourage the insulting of a Hindu lady? Plague is 
gradually apenening in Calcutta, and we hear of oppression in connection 
with the plague. The best course to adopt is to fly from Calcutta.” To 
these panic-stricken people we address the following comforting words :— 
“ Be not misled by the story which is told by one side. Let us watch the trial 
and wait for the decision—then, and only then, we shall know who is to blame 


in the matter. There is no reason for flying away from Calcutta. If the. 


petitioner’s charge against the plague officers be true, the Lieutenant-Governor 
is sure to take them to task. Sir John Woodburn is well known for his justice 
and kindness, and no one need fear anything under his rule. 


' March 18th, 1899. 


HITAVADI, 
March 7th, 1899. 


BANGAVASI, 


bare 
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Dacca PBRakaSH, 
March 19th, 1899. 


DaINIK CHANDRIKA, 


March 23rd, 1899. 


BANGAVAS!I, 
March 18th, 189.’. 


DAINIK CHANDRIK 


March 22nd, 1899. 
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18. The Dacca Prakash of the 19th March has the following :— 
Since the ng reg of the plague in Paina 

The Government in the plague My, Rankin, the District Magistrate of Dacca, no 
and the plague measures. been livin g in a camp in unshigan} an d doing 
all that is necessary for the purpose of preventing the spread of the disease, 
"he Dacca races have come and gone, and European visitors cathe~\from 
distant places but, Mr. Rankin did not move from his post. European officials 
are making self-sacrifices in their attempt to stamp out the plague, and we 
ought to be grateful to them. Those Hindus who have not received English 
education, naturally look upon their rulers as gods. In their efforts to put | 
the plague, the English Government has given proofs of its godliness, and has 
thereby won the love and reverence of the people. 

The Government should no doubt be thanked for its plague-preventiye 
measures; but it ought to be considered whether these measures have led 
to good or to bad results. The bubonic plague is xot a native of India. 
From the very day on which its appearance was detected in Bombay, the 
Government has tried its best to stamp it out. The plague-preventive measures 
have cost the Government lakhs of rupees, and have caused hardship and 
inconvenience to inillions of people, but they have failed to drive the plague 
out of the country. ‘The measures taken with a view of preventing the spread 
of the plague to other parts of the country have equally failed, and plague is 
now raging almost all over the country. Can anyone now expect that any 
human agency will be able to stamp out the plague? In our opinion, no one 
can say anything confidently about the appearance or disappearance of epide- 
mics like plague and cholera and smallspox, and it 1s not in human power to 
devise means for their prevention or cure, ‘These diseases are said to be 
contagious, but people nursing cholera, small-pox or plague patients have not 
been stricken with the disease, while people living far out of the reach of its 
contagion have been found to contract it and die. _ 

The growing irreligiousness of the people is, im our opinion, the cause of 
the appearance of plague and other-epidemics in this country. Western edu- 
cation and the preachings of Christian Missionaries have shaken the people’s 
faith in their ancestral religion, and they no longer observe religious rites and 
ceremonies. The Government ought to take steps to make the people religious 
and induce them to practise their ancient religion—the religion, that is, which 
the system of education introduced by itself, and the Missionaries in its pay 
have done their best to weaken and undermine. Let the people become 
1eligious, let the gods be worshipped, let religious rites and ceremonies be 
performed, and plague and malaria, small-pox and cholera, will fly from the 

sountry. 

19. The Dainit Chandrika of the 23rd March writes as follows :— 

rhe Budcet. The budget is out, but it has no interest for us. 


There has been a surplus of four crores of rupees, 
but no tax has been repealed. 


III.—LeEGIsLaTIve. 


20. A mining law, writes the Bangavasit of the 18th March, is going to 
be enacted to fetter the working of the Indian 
mines. ‘I'he Indian mines are yielding a large out- 
put of coal. So much as three crores, forty-one lakhs and sixty thousand 
maunds of coal were exported last year. Indian coal is successfully competing 
with English coal. {[f the mining law is passed, the prices of Indian coal will 
be enhanced and English coal will be placed in a favourable position. 

21. The Daintk Chandrika of the 22nd March has the following with 
reference to the Viceroy’s speech on the occasion of 
the passing of the Sugar Bounties Bill :— 

The Viceroy said what one expected to hear 
from him. The Government would not be doing its duty if it sat still and 
locked on while the Indian agriculturists went down and down in the quagmire 
of poverty and destitution. Such a policy of indifference would be ruinous to 
the people and dangerous to the Government. Lord Curzon has passed the 


Bill simply out of a sense of duty, and we should remain ever grateful to him 
for his kindness. May he live long and prosper. 4 


The proposed mining legislation. 


Lord (‘urzon on the Sugar 
Bounties Bill. 
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‘Il has been passed in this country, but opposition against it 1s grow- 
” he hoot Geruény has threatened to retaliate by imposing countervail- 
ra duties on Indian goods. But Lord Curzon cares very little for such threats. 


VI,— MISCELLANEOUS. 


urpan of the 16th March has the following :— 
ant xdamwaieted In the last Administration Report for Bengal, 
Malarious fever in Bengal—an j¢ jg stated that ‘‘about three-fourths of the whole 
appeal to Aaty Werer number of deaths from all causes are ascribed to 
fover.” And from the Administration Reports for the last ten years, it is seen 
that in this province deaths from fever have been increasing year after year. 
The Civil Surgeon of Faridpur writes that, whereas in 1887 the number of 
deaths from fever in that district was only 16,024, in 1896 the number stood 
so high as 48,056, or three times the number of deaths in 1-87. This clearly 
shows how the fever is increasing in virulence every year. Malarious fever is 
not a new disease in Bengal. It was malarious fever which depopulated Gour, 
Kasimbazar, Kalkapur and Chandernagwre in the past. But it did not in 
those days rage with such virulence every year as it does now. It appeared 
for a time, and then disappeared for very many years. Nor did it, in those 
days, rage over such wide areas as at present. Its ravages were confined within 
small areas. During the last 40 years, however, it has extended its fell 
arms over the entire province and reduced to a desert hundreds of beautiful 
and healthy villages. 


It is the middle classes—the bone and marrow of the country—that have 
suffered most from malarious fever ; deaths from it among the Kayastha, Vaidya 
and Brahman communities having been about 75 per cent. of the entire 
strength of those communities at the time the disease broke out in its present 
destructive form. It is to be feared that, if the disease is allowed to grow in 


virulence at the present rate, those communities will soon disappear from the 
face of the earth. 


The Government of Bengal traces the origin of the disease principally to 
foul drains and want of pure drinking water. The Amrita Bazar Patrika 
wants to add another cause —insufficiency of food. Whether insufficient feed- 
ing be a cause of malarious fever or not, it is clear that the things that must be 
first attended to, if the people of Bengal are to be saved from the ravages of 
the fell disease, are drains and drinking water. But clean drains and pure 
drinking water are not all that will be required. The people must be supplied 
with medicines and medical advice. Not a man should be allowed to die for 
want of medical treatment. From the Administration Report for 1897-98, it 
is seen that there is no adequate arrangement for giving medical help to the 
mufassal people. In Calcutta there are 15 hospitals and public dispensaries, 
besides hosts of vaidyas, doctors, &c. And of the seven hundred thousand 
people residing in Calcutta, so many as 275,152 were treated in the public 
hospitals last year. Now compare the rest of the province with Calcutta. The 
total population of the Presidency, Rajshahi, Dacca, Chittagong, Patna, 
Bhagalpur, Orissa and Chota‘ Nagpur Divisions is 70,665,427 and the total 


number of dispensaries in those Divisions was only 479! No wonder that the 
death-rate in the mufassal was heavy. 


We pray. to Lady Curzon to soon put a stop to this state of things. O 
mother, one kind glance of your eye will save the lives of thousands. The 
charge of the Dufferin Fund is in your hands. It is for Your Excellency 80 to 
administer the fund that the teeming millions of Bengal may benefit by its 
existence. Dispensaries should be established all over the province within short 
distances of each other and should be placed under competent medical men, so 
that people may not lose their lives for want of timely medical help. O 
mother, t € sorrows and anxieties of life have become too much for us, In 
such evil days as these, there is no one except yourself to keep us from untimely 
death and save numberless poor families from heart-ren ing misery. We 
hope, mother, that you will kindly listen to our humble prayer. : 


BANKURA DARPAN, 
March 16th, 1899, 
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PRATIVASI, 
March 20th, 1899. 


PRATIVASI. 


BURDWAN SANJIVAN], 
March 21st, 1899 
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23. In yiew of the outbreak of plague in Calcutta, the Prativasi of the 
: 20th March gives the following advice to the 

Advieo to  plague-stricken yosidents of Calcutta:— | 

Caleatta. Do not be alarmed, but devise means to 
; : grapple 

with the disease. Now and then such a demon makes its appearance 
devours thousands of human beings, lays waste villages and provinces, and 
then makes its exit. Take courage and gird up your loins. The English 
rulers are not idle. They have appointed the Plague Commission, mada 
arrangements fur inoculation against the plague, and are trying various 
methods of treatment. Eminent scientists are working their brain to discover 
the cause of the disease. Dr, Evans has laid down his life in doing this philap. 
thropic work. What help is there if we, too, become victims of the p ague ? 
Try to check the disease, but do not be frightened ; do not fly from the town; do 
not bring business to a standstill. You are in danger, but do not create fresh 
dangers and difficulties yourselves. Be calm and composed. Do not help in 
transmitting the disease to the mufassal. It is believed that a man who fled 
with the disease from Calcutta caused 20 men in his native village in Paina, 
in Vikrampur, to die. The authorities in Calcutta are on the alert, but they 
are not enforcing the regulations with any stringency, and so nobody, who 
may have the misfortune to fall a victim to the disease, will be deprived of 
the consolation of dying among friends and relatives. Let everybody keep 
his own house and surroundings clean. The streets are not just now very 
clean. If the Municipality does not listen to your representation about the 
uncleanliness of your roads, you should do your best to keep so much of the 
public streets, drains, &c., that lie about your own house clean. If the Muni- 
cipality does not help you, exert yourselves to save your lives. Always keep 
yourselves engaged and in good humour. [Do your best to remove the fears 
of your family and neighbours. And then, placing your trust entirely in God, 
pass your days like men of sense and understanding. 

he Government should, on its part, avoid doing anything calculated to 
create alarm. Europeans start with fear at the name of an infectious disease, 
and are, therefore, in favour of the enforcement of very stringent regulations. 
But with the experience it has now gained, Government has decided not to 
make its regulations stringent, and there is, therefore, no cause for fear. 

24. The same paper writes as follows :— 

Mr. Steevens’s attack on the We cannot refrain from expressing our heart- 
Bengali character. felt gratitude to Mr. Oldham for his defence of the 
Bengali character against the attack made upon it by Mr. G. W. Steevens. Mr. 
Oldham has placed us under an everlasting debt of gratitude by saying a word 
or two in behalf of the down-trodden Bengalis and calling upon Mr. Steevens to 
ask our forgiveness. May God bless them who help the weak. : 

We must say a word to Lord Bishop Welldon in this connection. His 
Lordship has more than once said that he would do his best to establish fellow- 
feeling between the native population and their English rulers. But has his 
pat hs addressed one word of rebuke to this haughty, thoughtless, young 
Englishman, who has offended the entire Bengali community by his venomous 
writing? Mr. Oldham, though an official, has not been able to keep himself 
quiet over such an unjust attack, and has protested against Mr. Steevens’s abuse 
of the Bengalis. But the disciple of Jesus, the protector of the religion and 
morality of Englishmen, has not a word to say in this connection and has, mn 
this way, maintained the glory of his Jesus—that incarnation of love and friend 
of the poor. We expected something very different from Dr. Welldon. He 
should certainly have attempted to bring Mr. Steevens to his senses by subjecting 
him to castigation by the entire priesthood. 

25. The Burdwan Sanjivan: of the 21st March has the following :— 

eee) ere een ero It was in an evil moment that Macaulay came 
character. 6*" to this country. The picture that he drew of the 

Bengali character has not yet been obliterated, 
and it has supplied vilifiers of Benzalis with material for vilification. Macaulay 
has painted the Bengali character in the blackest possible hues, but there #¢ 
vilifiers of Bengalis who have excelled even Macaulay. It is true that vilifi- 
estion does not harm the vilified, but it certainly serves to create ill-feeling, 
which is not desirable on any account. It is no wonder that, incessantly vi 
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Engli Bengalis should hate and dislike them. But it is not desirable 
Pat cogent of animosity between the two nations should be allowed to 
exist for a long time. Macaulay’s vilification has now lost its sting, but now 
and then appear English writers who, without any cause or provocation, fall 
foul of the Bengalis and make them smart under the sting of their abuse. 

One such vilifier of the Bengali character has appeared in the person of 

Mr. Steevens. In his opinion, a Bengali can be known by his leg. Why the 
Bengali’s leg should draw the writer’s attention 1s more than one can say. He 
walks crookedly, runs a Bengali proverb, whom we do not like. This has 
been literally verified in the present instance. “Except by the grace of his 
natural masters,” writes Mr. Steevens, ‘‘a slave he always has been and always 
must be.” Welland good. But why should you be so very exercised on our 
account? We may be slaves, but we have done you no harm. The Bengali, 
writes Mr. Steevens, has the vices of a slave—dishonesty, suspiciousness, lack 
of initiative, cowardice, ingratitude, utter incapacity for any sort of chivalry. 
Enough, Mr. Steevens, you have given sufficient proofs of your nature. Do 
ou belong to the country of Lord Curzon, Sir John Woodburn, Sir Antony 
MacDonnell and Mr. Oldham? If it gives you pleasure to abuse us, you are 
at liberty to pursue that congenial pastime, but you ought to read and profit 
by what some ccmiene have written in commenting upon your vilification, 


If you do not, we shall think that there is something wrong about your head. 


AssAM PAPERS. 


26. The Silchar of the 17th March complains that Saubhagya Sopan 
3 _ has been appointed a text-book for Middle Exami- 
Text-books for Middle Xxam- nations in Assam for seven consecutive years. 
weipeaiatiy . There should be a change of text-books at conve- 
nient intervals; otherwise the boys will lose all zest for reading. Assamese 
authors should be encouraged by the educational authorities, and no partiality 
should be shown to particular authors as at present. Dharapat by Hariprasanna 
Mukharji, is best suited to school-boys, but his book has been rejected and an 
inferior book has been selected in its place. Assam Bibaran by Babu Bidhv- 
bhusan Ray, is the best and cheapest book of its kind, but in its place a much 
inferior and high-priced book has been selected. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengak Translator. 
Bencat! TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 25th March 1899. 


T, H. G.—Reg. No. 7820C —77-—=—29. 3.99, 


SILCHAR, 
March 17th, 1899. 
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